Recurrence of primary biliary cirrhosis after liver transplantation.
Three patients who had undergone orthrotopic liver transplantation for primary biliary cirrhosis and were being maintained on immunosuppressive therapy were investigated 31/2 to 41/2 years later because of the redevelopment of pruritus and mild jaundice. In one patient pigmentation was again evident, and all three had a rise in the titer of serum mitochondrial antibody after an initial fall. Liver histology showed features of primary biliary cirrhosis with non-suppurative destructive cholangitis, lymphoid aggregates, and increased deposition of copper-binding protein in the absence of cholestasis. None of these features was found in patients who had received grafts for other conditions and had lived for comparable periods, nor were they found in patients who had had rejection with bile-duct abnormalities. The overall findings indicate a recurrence of primary biliary cirrhosis in the donor organ.